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(54) DIGITAL IMAGE READER 

(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a digital image 
reader that minimizes deterioration in accuracy of 
shading correction due to the effect of dust, dirt and 
flaws on a reference board or the like. 
SOLUTION: In the case of conducting shading correction 
(23) by scanning a reference board, the reference board 
is scanned on a plurality of different lines on the 

reference board, data obtained by applying prescribed 2K ^ ^ 

statistic processing such as averaging processing to Jl 

each of scanning data on the lines are used to conduct * 
shading correction (23). Thus, even if by any chance 
dust, dirt or a flow is in existence on part of the 
reference board, the adverse effect on a read image is 
minimized. Furthermore, since dirt of the reference 
board or the like is detected in advance by detecting a 
fault state of the reference board based on the 
fluctuation characteristic of the scanning data, e.g. a 
degree of sudden change in the value of data, useless 
image reading by incorrect shading correction (23) is 
prevented in advance. 
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